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Continuing -

‘ BEAU THE PATHFINDER : i

VWhen.Arnold hear® that Dreena's trainer, Miss Betty Bridge, had left
England to joilm-easeparents inedew Zealand he, and a deputation of blind people
met her ship at Fremantle and urged Miss Bridge to return to Western Australia to
egtablish a guide dog training centre in Perth. s

g_?eed to "g!.ve it a
go" and Arnold ha rung my husband to

say that Betty would be back in December
and that a committee had been formed

and a start had+been made. on the-erection
of kennels and trainer's quarters near
tho Dogs' Refuge Home at Shenton Park,
Arnold had urged my husband and me %o
£ill in epplication forms with g view to
obtaining guide dogs.

Both my husband and I had
_Been totally blind since early child-
hood, but as he operated a basket-

making business from a workshop in our
backyard, he felt that he would have

little use for a dog., (I may say that
he later changed his mind, Ours is

now a two-dog household, and Beau and

my husband's yellow Labrador guide-dog

Tanga, are great ﬁ-iends)

I was interestod but luke-
warn, The idea of having = dog and.
embarking upon a new adventure had its
attractions, but I was not wildly
enthusiastic,”

I"TEIY that I had the
mexd mum of independence that a blind
person could oxpect. I could run my
house efficiently, could do my local -
shopping - though not without strain -
and if necessary I could catch a bus
into town where a friend could meet me,
In short, I felt that I lived such a
reasonably full'and normal life with-
out my sight that I really had little
to gein by having a guide dog. However,
I duly filled in the form with the
mental reservation that I needn't
accept the guide-dog when the time
came and in any case that dwmzs a
long way ahead,

One afternoon in June, 1952,
Arnold Cook called on me and introduced me
to Miss Betty Bridge who for some time had
been working hard to pionesr the guide-
dog movement in Australia, The movement
had encountered more than its fair share
of "teething troubles" but she had
trimmphed over innumerable difficulties
end managed to train the first two dogs.

I was dumbfounded when she asked
if I would be willing to commence training
with one of tham on July 7 - asbout a
rortnight later, I suggested that there
may be other prople who needed guide-does
more then I did, and admitted that I was
not very keen on having a dog underfoot

- as I moved about my kitchen, and that T

was less keen on "doggy mells" around
the house.

All my somawhat feeble objections
were promptly countered - I was assured
that I was likely to be an ideal student
to gtart the new movement off on the right
foot - that a properly trained gulde-dog
would not be "underfoot" and that there
would be no "doggy smell" as my dog would
be meticuiously groomed every dsay.

With some miggivings I eventually
agreed to take a dogs I learnt that I -
would have to attznd at the Shenton Perk
Training Centre daily for about 2 month
and that I would welk with my dog twice a
day; that I would be ftaught ‘how to groon
and feed him, and that I would have to
errange to have a fencc put scross my
gerden 8o that a dog could not wander: out
into the street.
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Next month - "Introdt.ction to Beau',
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SECRETARY 'S REPORT PRESENTED TO ANNUAL MEETING - JUIE 14, 1960,

Mr, President, Committee Members & Members of the Geelong German Shepherd Club,

I give you a brief account of the club's activities for the year
1959-60. During the year, the committee with few exceptions, have given their

wholehearted support on all occasions.

- Although not as strong in
financial members as in previous
years, we have accomplished many of
the goals that we have been aiming
for. Your club has become more stable
and is regarded highly by the other
Victorian affiliates - this has been
a long hard road and I make this
appeal to all membera -

l. To give full support to
the incoming committee and

2, Always act in the best
interests of your dog and this club,

That way we will gtay at the top,

At this point, I would
like to congratulate the members on

their success at the Obedience Trials.

I think the fact that there has been
twenty Obedience Titles and numecrous
trophies for highest points gained
during this period speaks highly of
our trainers and training methods,
proving that our dogs are a force to
be reckoned with at all trials,

To the members still
striving for their titles, T would
say "Good Luck" and keep up your
training and enthusigsm,

To the members who have
gained titles I say "Don't rest on
your laurels" - the club needs you,
give your colleagues a break and put
back gome of the knowledge that you've
taken out,

Many successful demos.
have been orgenized for Charity and
in appreciation we have been rewarded
with some handsomc donations which °
have helped considerably in raising
our funds,

This club is now reprosented
on the Obedience Trial Advisory Conmittee
of the K.C.C,, which I consider quite an
honor for Geelong as we are the only Club
represented outaside the Metropolitan Area,

The picnic and sogial functions
held for the year were a great success
soclally - my ono disappointment being the
poor attendance by the najority of the
members,

Before ending this report I
would like to thank Mr. Col. Mitchell your
retiring President for his untiring effc-is
in helping myself and all the members of
this club, His great driving force and
co-operation did much towards putting this
club on such a firm rooti.ng Unfortmately,
due to pressure of business he has not been
able to give as much time during the past
few weecks as in previous months, but when
things easc down at Tenda Poultry we all
hope to see Col back with his old driving
force againi

To the Treasurers who have held
office for this tern, I would like to say
thanks for a job well dons,

Last but not least, I would
like to thank Miss McCormack, the editor
o your Shepherd News. This job calls for
much time and effort with very little help
and appreciation from the members in general.
It is not a paid job and very few would
give up so much of their spare time to
bring the clubs activities up to datc.
Well Shirlee, I hope we as a club can help
you more for the on-coming term and that

we may go on enjoying the Shepherd News,

. To Mr, Fred Lehrman, I would
like to say "Good Luch & Safe Journey" for
his forthcoming trip overseas.

H.J. Stﬂmms’
Sem‘Bt%ry, G.G.S'ch.
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