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BEAU THE PATHFINDER

From what I had read about guide-dogs and from my experience with
Arnold Cook's Dreena, I had formed the impression that all guide-dogs were quiet,
placid creatures but Beau was a whirlwind of energy, jumping up and moving

around at dizzy speed.

However, In a few minutes he
calmed down and sat beside me, sat
sideways with his hind legs thrust out
to one side as a puppy sits. Even
after six rears he rarely sits straight,
I tried to talk to hinm but I have
found it difficult to talk to animals
although over the years I have real-
ised that a dog learns more from one's
voice than from one's actions,

However, my instructress
assured nc that I had a good voice for
commands, She had been observing our
reactions to one another and was appar-
ently satisfied that we suited and
would make a teanm.

For the next few days I looked
forward to my daily meetings with Beau
and our twice-deily outings which took
place rain, hail or shine, I soon
began to "get the feel" of the handle
es he stopped at kerbs to await the
"forward" command and the slight
hesitation as he stepped up on to the
pavenent after crossing the roead.

Unfortunately my fellow-
student's dog lost a claw and had to
be withdrawn from training so I
finished my course alone,

After a week of training with
Beau I was allowed to tske him home
with me, I did everything wrong in
introducing him to his new abode but
Beau's intelligence triumphed over ny
lack of knowledge. There was a hectic
encounter with the cat, which resented
Beau's intrusion and tried to put hin
off the premises, I have learnt since
that I should have sought the trainer's
advice on introducing a guide-dog to
other animals, Pus has since learnt to
accept Beau as a member of the family
but has never become really friendly,

When going to bed that night
I decided to put Beau's bed in the
kitchen and leashed him to the lag of
the ki tchen-bable, I didn't know then
that a guide dog should never be tied up.

Beau apparently lknew more than
I did for ten minutes after I went to
bed he joined me, having chewed through
his leash, He slept beside me that
night and ever since then he has never
been nmore than a few feet away fron ne,

night and day.

At first, the rcsponsibility
of having such a valuable dog weighed
heavily upon mes I was afraid of

‘losing him, but that fear has passed

as we have cone to uncderstand one
e,nothero

Each day of training brought
new experiences and new triumphs.
Beau had been taught to understand the
words "Right" and "Left" and would
turn corners according to the commands.

Always in those early days,
the treiner wes a pace behind me and
this gave me the confidence I lacked,
particularlywhen crossing a busy street,
I would listen for oncoming traffic
before giving the command "forward",
but I knew that if I gave the wrong
comnands or timed my commands badly,
the trainer's quiet voice would correct
ny mistakes.

Gradually I gained confidence
go that the corrections were seldom
needed and the training period laid the
foundation of implicit trust in my
canine guide.

« «» +» To be continued.
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Commonwealth and State Governments in Australia use Alsatians bub
continue to ignore the harsh Federal and State laws which so heavily penalise
this breed, and further acts of suppression being passed against then,

Justice and feir play seem
to have doserted the people respon-
sible for this state of affairs, in
fact it is an insult to common sense
that it is allowed to continue,

Give the German Shepherd in
this country the same chance to prove
his worth he is given in the rest of
the world, and he will show that in
intelligence, devotion and unsurpassed
ability tc be trained he is an in-
valuable asset to the country.

Categorically no charge of
mis~-demeanour can be made ageinst a
German Shepherd Dog that has not been

equnlled many times by eother breeds.

The foregoing hes been
extracted from a paper written by the
newly formed German Shepherd Dog Club
of Australia,.

This Club with 2 repres-
entatives from each Shepherd Dog Club
in each State has besn formed for the
special purpose of fighting this ontd
Shepherd faction and to bring ebout a
"better deal" for our Shepherds.

Bventually the Club propose
putting the case to Parlisment in the
endeavour to raise the Import Ban on
these dogs.

We redlize of course, that
o lot of water must pass under the
bridge before this comes about, as we
know firstly the Press and general
public must be educated to accept our
dogs with an unbiased mind,

Nevertheless, we now have an
active body operating on a nation-wide
scale - "Doing something for our dogs".

This Club's representatives
for the German Shepherd Dog Club of
Australis e our Secretary Bill Stephens
and Committeeman Colin Mitehcll, and we
agsure you that you will be kept up to
date as progress is made,
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- OF AW MEDALS -

A presentation of Award Medals
by Mr, Fairney will take place on Sunday
morning, Ooctober 2nd.at 10,45 a.m, to .
those dogs who have passed their qualif-
ications for C.D. & C.D.X,

All membere with their dogs are
requested to attend this important event
as it marks a very important stage of
our Training Classes.

For the benefit of newcomers
to our Club, here is an explanation
of the presentation of these awards.

"Club Title Madals will be
awerded to dogs that have been trained
at the Club Training Ground for their
whole Obedience Trial period,"

These nedals were introduced
to inspire incentive in our members to
attend the Triels and have their dogs
qualified, and we are very glad to say
that they have brought results, as the
majority of dogs qualifying through our
Club have been in the period since their
introduction, All of our dogs can win
a medal, it only needs enthusiasm.

(> I









