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"EEAU THE PATHFINDER"

Doy oftor doy our training continued in good weather and bad.

A%

first we concontrated mainly on pavemonts cnd obstaclo work - thon we started

our traffic lossons.

At first we uscd "artificial
troffic", 4 car, driven by onc of our
volunteor drivers would be drivon post
just as we wore about to stop off the
pavemont to cross the rond., Boeu had
boen trained net to oboy the command
"Forword" until tharo was sufficiont
norgin for him to roach tho contre of
the roud ¢lear of oncoming traffie,

: e Somctimoa ho would, tako o
fow stcpa ‘znd thon stop to 2llow &
vohicle to pase, Walting in the middld
of the road for cars to pass in front
of me beforo comploting the crossing
was rother a narve-rocking oxporionee
at first - oven whon I know that tho
troinor was just bohind ma, It was
infinitoly more torrifying lator whon
Buau and I woere "on our own', but I
goon lonrnt to havo cvery confidonec

in my guido,

I was told that oncc I had
atartcd to oross tho road I should not
try to dictato to tho dog but roly
inplicitly upon his judgemont, I
found this thc hardost losson to oboy.
After fivo years of working togethor,
Boou hos sonsed this wonkmoss in mo,
and whon I om undecided gbout crossing
o road, he gives o tug at tho harnoss
which mcans "Rolex cnd got moving =
I lmow my job". & ;

From artificial traffic wo
progrossod to the "natural traffic!
on noin highways, Ofton drivors would
pull up nnd refuse to move wntil wo
wors safely aeross the road, but this
is a mistokon kindnoss and it is pro-
forcbls for them to' koep moving whilo
oxorcising duo earc, . -

1 trecs stacked on the pavements,

Hesitation is apt to bo
confuaing to the dog and it is botter
for nll concornod if cars continuc to
koop moving at o stoady pacc.

On the last day of my trzin-
ing, a membor of tho committoo of the
Guide Dogs for the Blind Associction
exprossad o wish to sco Beau in action. |
T wes token out with Boau in the
Association's van ond told what routc
"to tak:, Tho only obstaclos I was
cxpoeted to oncountor worc brc.nchzs of
toan of mon worc lopping and pruning
tho stroct trocs in this arca-and wo -

-hod coped with thoso obastaclos sugcoss=

fully on provious walks,

Migs Bridgoe troneforred to
the cormitteonan's con'which followed
ot o distanco, and Beou and I sct out
briskly. Horc ond thorc Boau swervad
round heaps of branches and we cvontu-
olly arrived back at tho van fooling
thet we had acquitted oursclves
croditab]y

The cor Jod.nod us o fow
ninutos lator and I lcarnt that in
addition to guiding ne round tho branchos,
Beau hod carofully tckon me past a
nanholo which had boon oponed and loft
unattonded,

The workman responsiblo had
scen me erosg the road and had sprinted
out of o side stroot oxpeeting to find
rne in the hole or fallen over tho
oquipnont left ncar it,

Thanks to Boaou, I had not
ovon kmown tho obstacles cxisted.

« « o« Continuod.



TRIAL & SHOW SUCCESS

Mrg, Ivy Rankin and Miss
Elaine Loughnan, two of our now Train-
ing Vembers gained C,.D, titles at the
rocent trial held at Croydon with their
Labrador and Seotch Collie,

NEV_TRIAL RUIE

After discussion at the recent
Obedience Trial Advisory Committee, it
has been passed that t

The Broad Jump exercise in
Open Class,dogs are to clear the jump aba

Mrs., Rankin's Lebrador "Goldiclminimum of 22 inchos.

added further credit to his offort in
winning the trophy for Novice Dog.

At the reecent Geelong A & P
Show Graham McDonald had quite a field
day with his German Shepherd "Cedstlo-
wood Prince" in gaining lst placc in
Puppy Dog, Junior Dog and Novicc Dog.

Graham also took 3rd place in
Loecal Puppy Dog (All Breeds) which was
a class ficld of 8,

Graham's puppy in 3 starts
has won - 4 Firsts, 3 Scconds and
3 Thirds - a very fine effort for a
novice and his dog.

Miss Elaine Loughnan was also
successful with her Scotch Collie
"Goldale Bonnie Lassie" in gaining
2nd Open Bitch = Scotch Collics and
3rd Local Open Bitch All Breeds.

Kevin Thompson and Graham
MeDonald attended the Dandenong Poultry
and Kennel Club Show to follow up with
furthor succese - Kevin gained 3rd
with his Shephcord in Baby Puppy Dog and
Graham took 2nd place in Puppy Dog &
Noviee Dog and 3rd place in Junior Dog
and Iinit Dog.

FDRALLDOG&CA.TMEDIOIHES

B, LIOYD & 00, CHEMISTS
(A.E. Bell & K. Lloyd)
Cnr. Moorabool & Lt, Malop Streets
Phone 2814 Geelong.

———————————— oo

——

A request was made at this
meeting to admit a second delegatc to
represent our Club and wes duely granted,

Menbers are reminded that if
they have any queries or grievances in
connection with trials, they should
bring them to the notiec of thoir
delegates - Mr, Bill Stephcns and
Mr. Dave Carnegie so that they may be
heard at the meeting of the Trial
Advisory Committee,
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Skin complaints in puppies:=

URTICARIA, OR NETTIERASH - This cor-
pleint is alarming, but soon disappears.
It is characterized by the sudden appear-
ance of raised arcas of the sldn over
various parts. of the body, which soon go
down, cither with or without trcatment,
It is due to some external irritant or

to some ingredient in the diet to which
the affected aninal has an allergy.

INFECTIOUS (¢}
Very often young puppies get a rash on
the under surface of the abdomen and
inside the back legs, appearing as little
pirples with a yellowish centre, Some-
times the condition is scen as a first
sign of distanpar, so that the affected
dogs should be carcfully watchoed, The
condition, unloss a forerunner of dis-
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|temper, readily responds to local

renadies, but attention should be paid
to the general health of the puppies.




TRAINING & THE GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG
by
m‘e. }{.B. Grifﬁn, B.E.}!.

I have beon askod to writec a chapter on tho above subjoct end hope

that I nay nmake the noccsscry points in the ppace avoilable,

I feol that a

book would bo more suitablo to my nceds thon a chaptor; thore is so much to
be said, so nony differont aspocts to oxploro and so many difficultics and

snags to attack and disposc of,

What do we noan by tho word

"raining"? Thore arc two distinet
typos of what is commonly called
"troining”, First thoro is "Brealdng"
o dog., This mothod, in common usngo
cnong genckocpers, and also with many
shephords ond stockmon, consists of
being habitually rough towards tho dogj
witholding from him all praisc, lavish-
ing no affoction upon hin, for foor

(so thay say) of moking him soft; and
finally using plonty of stick to onforeg
tho will,

In my opinion this is o poor
way to troat o dog and rosults in nok-
ing of hin a poor thing - o dull, sub-
gorvient glave, It Xlle initistive
in tho pupil, by ongondoring o feor of
rousing ire of tho tutor., Obodiont
cortainly, but a dog without any spirit,
dovoid of tho 'joic do vivro' which to
nc is so groat o dolight to watch in

pupil or companion,

The socond mothod is teaching
a dumb, intclligont crecturc by word
and signel, by intuitive understonding,
by sympathotic (and by this I do not
moan wonk) hendling, ¢11 thoso things
we want hin to kmow and understend, ~11
the tine watching for, and utilizing
the dog's own individual charo.ctcriatioJ
and using his initiative to the full,
To treir dogs by this socond mothod
tokos longor, but in tho ond nokes an
intinitoly bettor job of it,

A proporly trained dog will
ovince no foar of his tutor, only
respect ringled with affection. Can
enyone point to o moro willing compan-
ion, = more dovoted and loysl friond,
thon o dog who has come to undorstand
the work roquired of hin by an undor-
standing, fair-ninded mastor or
mistross? I corteinly know of none
that cven approachos tho sclfless,
undying loyalty of the dog, and zbove
2ll dogs the Gorman Shophord.

It is just as importent, for
success in training, to know oursclves
a8 woll as we know our pupils, Wo must
know our streongth, which is not difficult;
but above all wo nust kmow, and be
honost cbout our own wecknosscs as well,
Unloss wo admit our faults and watch
ourselves, wo shall have nany fadlurcs
with our training,

Ag ameotours we do not 2ll
ocnjoy working tho sanc type of dog, so
1ot us be quite honest; for whon we
have got hold of tho kind of dog
unsuitable to our temporanont, it is
far botter to harden our heart and part
with it carly than go on getting o
groat deal of hard work and irritation
for nothing, anding up by spoiling a
dog which in the hands of sonconc of
difforont tomperamont night have beeon
nade into a ronlly good animal, This
doocs not apply to o profrcsional trainor
he knows to adapt his personality to
the dog for good rcsults,
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