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OBEDIFNCE TRIAL - FEB, '61,

Is the interest in Obedience Triaia beginning to wane?

It was noticed during the previous 12 months that Melbourne Trial
entries were dropping in numbers, But this trial - the first for the 1961
season has a rather foreboding indication - only 20 dogs, :

It was also very disturbing
to find that we had such a very poor
entry from our own local members,

is you all know there are
at least 20 dogs which have qualified
for their C.D. - Out of this number
there should be a good entry for the
Open Class.

Never before has the entry
been so low - whet can be the reason?

The fact that we have haé a

very hot sumer may mean thet tho

: najorily of dogs have not been kept in

- training for this Trial, resulting in
such a poor response., It doos happon
overy once in a while that thare is a
slump in the Novice Section - those
who have just passed the C.D. deplcte
tha ronks while others are still
improving to tho stage of Trials.,

But members we do ask you
to think of the Club and the time and
effort to say nothing of expense
involved to run these Trials for your
benefit,

We urge our Melbourne members
also to do their best in enthueing their
fellow menbers of Melbourne Clubs to cnter
jour Trials - which are only 3 per year -
a8 compared to the reasonably close
proximity for them of the remaining Trials
to which our Goelong members nust travel,

It is di'sheartening to say
the very least to see s0 few dogs competing
for the really attractive trophics which
our Club taoke pride in awarding,

The ladies of the Sodial
Committee did quite a job - in running a
raffle for o tin of biscuits (won by
¥r, Toocby) clso serving afternoon teas.
The proceeds of which helped to augnent
expenses.

Results were as follown :=-

Novice Bitch: No.8 "Goldy" 96 points,
Owned by » Mr., Cunther Brunjes.

Nowice Dog : No. 4 "Tallangatt2 Smiley Boy"
Owned by : lMiss ¥, Osmotherley. B8B pts

Open Cless : "Lyndenfels Wendel" 245 pts.
owred by : ir. B, Pexm@n.

Utility Classy No. 12 "Prince Riptes" CIN -
Owned by : Mr., H. Bellott. 197 pts.




Continuing -
"EEAU

n

In travelling through the country by train and bug I am now independ-
ent, often being one of the first out for refreshments. If I have missed
hearing the chink of cups and scucers to guide me I walt for a few people to

get out and follow them to the counter.
door hoping someone would offer %o take
to ne,

Wherever I stay, whether it
is a private home or hotel it is always
"Home" to Beau, I pat the bed or
perhaps the door several times and ray
"Home" and he accepts the place, so
‘that if I should become lost in 2
strange town there is always one place
I can get back to,.

For two years I worked in
and around Perth with Beau, always
knowing exactly where I was, I
decided that my next holiday should be
on a farm, It was a change too for
Beau tc have so much space to race
about in.

Across the paddocks he would

chase birds and even a kangaroo took
his eye when we were out walking one
dey. What would have happened if he
had caught up with the kangarco I
don't know,

I wanted to prove to myseclf
that Beau would teke me home if I
didn't lmow where I was myself, so one
morning we rode on the tractor to
where the men were going to do some
seeding., Our ride finished about a
mile and a half from the homecstend.

I made arrangements before
I loft, that if I wasn't back by
lunchtine they had better start look-
ing for me, I harnessed Beau and gave
the order "Home" and off we started,
across ploughed fields that gave me
no indication of our whereabouts.

However, after some steady
walking we passed through e gate that
brought us on to a track leading past
the outbuildings and to the housegate.

I hed my proof,

Before I wuld stand at the carriage
me for a cup of tea or bring one back

Once having becn to a certain
shop or building a guide-dog will rarely
forget it, If I have not been to a
pl:ce before, I get direcctions and when
I judge wo are nenring the place I
either ask another pedestrian or go
into a building 2nd nsk., VWhen we reach
the right place I either name it or
call it "our shop" then Beau stores it
eway in his wonderful memory for next
time,

A potential guide-dog owner
must have some sense of direction
otherwise he could not pass on directions
to the dcg who only knows where he

|is going by understanding the spoken

command,

A puide-dog soon learns to
understand new words and groups of words
as new situations arise. When necring
the bus stop I say, "Catch the bua",
or if I don't want the bus, "Straight
ghead" which also takes me pnst places
we ore in a habit of geing into,
"Follow" is one of the most useful words
Beau understends, I am in a building
and ask tc sec the manager, o member of
the stoff will say "Follow mo, please"
ond I pass on the command of "Follow"
end we arrive in the manager's office
without fuss or bother,

One day crogsing the road in
Peth sn elderly lady put her hand in
my arn just as we started across,
"I om e bit nervous on the road dear"
g0 I'1l come aeross with you and the
doggie" she said, Generally this is
frowvmed on; a guide dog is trained to
accept the responsibility of only one
person - but this was ~ touching
tribute to my dog and I folt that now
I was not always on the receiving end.



Late one night, panic broke
out at the home of Bill Stephens -
the reason - Lindy had fallon down an
11' deep hole which was only approx.
18" wide,

To add to the distress, Bill
who wos suffering from an injured back
was unable to asgist in Lindy's roscue.

Fortunately, a neighbour with
the aid of Phil, was able to get Lindy
up - quite unhurt, but Oh My! what a
sight she was - yellow clay fron head
to tail.

The difficulty then, how to
get the neighbour up? Eventually with
the aid of the car and a tow rope he
arrived back on earth's surfaoce - nlso
o very yollow sight.

Bill ond Phil can hoye o
laungh-over it 211 now - but they murh
have been very worried at the %iuwe,
with Iindy down a pitch black hols,
not knowing if she was injured.
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"WELCOME HOME FRED"

January marked the return
from Germeny of our Committeeman
Fred Lehrmen, after a 6 months visit
to his farnily.

Fred, while ho was away kep?t
the Club very much in his mind in
neny ways and supplfed us with news
for our magazine,

_ Now that Tred is bac he is
anxious to teke up the threads ag in
and do his best for the clul - as he
has always done in the past.

Evon if a little belated we
would like to extend to Fred a "Dinlm
Aussie Welcone Horte" from 1l his
doggy friends.

' DOGS FIGHT -'HAPFY! BITTEN

Before commencenent of training
one Sundoy recently, "Tiger" and "Husson"
who have a natwral diglike for each other
begen an arguw nt - which naturally
developed into a fight within seconds.

'Happy' who wag holding "Hussan"
on lead jumped betwoen the dogs - result -
a badly gashed leg for 'Happy'! requiring
5 giitches,

"Hussan" was & very unhappy
dog to discover that he had bitten his
negter and of course releoased him
i'm:ediatei'y.

We want to noke this instance
gerve as a warning to 21l newconers,
"Don't get between fighting dogs, in their
fury they do not roclize just who they
arc bighting - this applies to any breed
of dog at all, :

The best cure for fighting
dogs-is Prevention - thie is why the Club
has a ruline that "All dogs MUST be on
load during brecks in treining or while
walting for training to commence",

We have never had a eeriona
dog fight since the formation of the Club.

The only time dogs are permitted
to be off lcad is while in Classes working
under command off lead and during their
"Stay" exereises,

Dogs are like people in the
respoct that thoy have tholr likes and
dislikes of coch other - if you know
that rour dog particulsarly dislikes on-
other - then keeap cray fron him - the
gereral rule is thet dogs will fight dogs,
W +ohor will fight bitches.
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-~ CABARET DANCE -

To raige funds for the
travelling expenses for the proposed
trip to Sydney of our two delegates
to attend the next conference of the
German Shepherd Council of Australia,
the Ladics Social Comnittee have
organized another Carabet Dance.

This dance is to be held at
Rippleside Recreation Hell on March
18th, a good orchestra has been booked
ond an excellent supper will be served.
ogain with the aid of our menbers in
bringing along a plate.

As you will remenmber the last
dance was a tremendous success,
enjoyed.by 211 - we anticipate that
this will be no exception,

Mckats at 10/~ o double are
available from Mrs, Peggy VWalls.,

During the evening o hamper
of \groceries will be raeffled and we
request members to bring aloag some
small iten in the grocery line to
build this hamper up.
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DOG GOWNE!

A German Shepherd Dog =
"Taucha' fell headlong into Niagra
Gorge, Ningra Falls, Ontario one day,
a yeal‘ Bg\ .

He wes given up for dend -
but a few days ago he came limpir
hone looking a little bedragg and
with a thiek coat of fur,
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For Pets of Every Description -

Budgies - Canaries

Fish
Guinea Pigs
Puppies
White Mice

Czll at: Doy 01d Chicks

208A Moorabool Street, Geclong

"Extracts from "POPUL:R ALSATIANY

Following are a scries of cxamine-
ations required in the German Police
Dog Trials :-

- NOSE WORK -

1, Following a huhan track after given |
scant on footprint, . The comittee of '
judges, ofter considering weather and
locsl conditions, decides upon age and
length of track (which should be at
least half-an-hour old and 400 yards in
length).

The track-layer relecscs on his
track two very small objects belonging
to hin, The track is crosscd by fresh
"tenper" tracks; also d-gs of both
sexes are placed on the track, Lead
or free work according to the cholce of
the handler. A go>d search - that is
to say a search pace by pace - will be
placed at a higher value than an
inpetuous or boisterous free seerch.
Yhen searching free the handler follows

| his dog at about 20 yards ‘distance,

2. Test of scent discriminstion -
finding an object owned by a stranger
fron anongst a nunber of objects placed
on the ground by other strangers,

Free search on 25-yards-long track
after giving seent on boot inpression,

3. Test of scent discrinmination -

finding n man placed anongst others
from a scented object. Work on loose

19“.

(These are the Prelininory Trials the
hard work hasn't commenced yet).

It makes us think doesn't it -
our trials seen relatively easy don't
they!

FOR ALL DOG & CAT MEDICINES
B, LIOYD & CO. CHEMISTS
(A,E. Bell & K, Lloyd)

Cnr, Moorabool Z Lt, Malop Streets,
Phone 2814 Geelong,




