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NEWSLETTER NO.24

Welcome to all our new readers, which of course represents all our new
members and their respective families. Our Newsietter is produced bi-
monthly and distributed on the last training day of that month, the only
exception being this issue which is delayed to incorporate the "3-Hay Fun
Day" results.

The weather was certainly on our side; we had the home ground advantage and
the highest number of entries, but still we only made it into second place
behind Altona with Werribee retaining the wooden spoon. The final scores
were 35, 29 and 26 respectively, so 1t was a tightly contested event and we
will obviously have to “pull our fingers out" next year if we want to get up
there in the winners circle. :

In March 1987 (Newsletter No.16) 1 wrote about the problem of heartworm which
was originatly just a disease common to the continent's hot zones, but now

with access much easier betweer the States heartworm has become something that.
could @ffect all dog owners. ' ~

A recent article in a daily newspaper bears tesiimony to theispread of this
problem and reads as follows -

"DOG KILLER ON RISE
Dog owners were warned yesterday that the. incidence of the deadly hesriworm
disease was growing in Victoria.

In a statement yesterday, the society said about 15 percent of dogs picked
up this year, up to the ages of three and Tour, were found to be carriers.

Five years ago, enly about 5 percent of these dogs were infected. The disease
affects internal organs. '

The society said owners who were not using preventative treatment should have
their dog's blood tested and when cleared, preventative treatment should be-
gin immediately and the dog checked regularly by a vet.” '

So please give the matter serious thought as we have a high mosquito population
in the coastal areas and our Club grounds are situated on flood plains which
in itself is an attraction for mosquitoes.

The essential point is that you must have a blood test performed BEFORE.yUu
can put your dogs on preventative treatment which must then continue through-
out the dog's life. Remember, preventation is better than cure!

‘Members are reminded that TUESDAY next is our Annual General Meeting and this
is a meeting of importance for everyone as it is Election night. Please endeav-
our to come along, vote if necessary, and then to meet your new commitlee and ’
participate in the decision making of the Club. Newer members are reminded

to bring a plate for a combined supper after the formalities have been complet-
ed.

Tehd AR WXL AAAANRY

(FUN DAY RESULTS APPEAR FURTHER ON IN THIS NEWSLETTER)



PRESTOENT 'S REPORT

To all our new membena who have joined aince the lasé newalettern - wedcome Zo
oun CLub and good luck with youn troining.

7 am /:u’caxscd to neport that we have been veay aucceasful Iin our recent Lund
ralaing activities. The pie drive heldd durding Auguat gave ws a profit of 5828
which was a magiificent offont. Thank you 2o ald oun membens who g0t behind
the dreive and obitained ondens and Zhank you heaps to the 4ix people who hedped
pack them. This was a huge Fask. J am heppy o advide that we have now put
in oun order forn a new rnide-on mower, agmething we have been wanting for dome
time. The moncy from the pie drive has enabled ws to get this soonen than ex-

pected.

I am also delighted to repori That we won the Community Club- Avard for the week
ended 12%h Scpzfcmbc'/z which wins us $30.00. Again thank you o thoae who have
brought along thein empiy milk candona, Geelong Adventisen maat-heada, SSW dock-
ets and all the othen collectable items. Your supporit has been fremendoud.
Howeven, keep them coming as Zhe compedilion runs 2idl the end of Novembern.

By the time thia Newsletien has gone o print fwo very dmpontant Lunctions widd
be over, end they arc Zthe 3~way Fun doy on Sunday 25%h Je,)sz[)ue and the "Res-
ponaible Dog Ozmc»uﬂu,p" programme. on Wodneaday, 28¢h Septemben. We have 122
endnica faom Ge ciwzg. Lor the Lur. (mg which {4 nc cvug; trnemendouwd, and {%'s greal
2o dee 40 many of you havinga go. J'm aure you will oll have an enjoyable day
and 7 hope that I 71 U be able #o neport thai we won z-’zn perpetual trophy on the

day. We are also hoping that he public meeting on "Reaponalble Dog Ounenship"

wildd be a4 svccedsfud aq last yearn, when over 200 peoy «’:G«.«Lndcr’

The past Lew weeka have been veny busy forn the Club and Zhe next few promide
Z0 be just as active, We Like o think that we area moéﬁ 2dalve Club and have
dhown that we are in many areaa, such as being the Linat club in Victondia #o cs-

tabliah itsclf in Agility #raining and the finat Zo aun an Agidity Talal, also
the only Obedience Club o aun a courde on Re gponsibde dog ownenship.

Coming up will be ourn A’rmucz,é Genernad Meeting on /u(%c*ag 4th October at § p.m.
in the Clubrooms. Thia i4 o very dmportant mecting and J would love to see the
Clubrooms full. Even if you have not attended othenr genenal meetings duning the
year the A.G.M. Ls one Zhat shouldn'Z be midsed, Thia also givea you, i’:/ze mef-
bera, the opporiunity e have a gay. in who will aun the Club fon the next
monthd. The A.GM. Ls Lainly ahort and followed by a cenerad meeting - alx*o a
shornt one. So pleade come along to this vewy imporitant meeting and duppori yourn

C.{ub .

Our next Open Obedience Taiald widl be held on Sunday, 30tk Octoben, 4o /ewp his
date in mind and we aldac will be houm g our owt CAlub Fun Day on a date %o be
advised - around the changeover date for daylight saving. There will be more
about these events as the detes draw nearen.

Tidd next Zime, good luck with youn fraining, and
good duck also, we have had quiic a ducce MM&{ yea
dee a Lew mone {itles befone the ond of the year.

{4 ourn Trialling members
fo date, but would like fo

r& o4,
o
2
o

LESLEY GAULARD
PRESTOENT
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ADVERTISING

Any member desirous of advertising
contacting the President or Se

The following rates are applicable:

Full Page Advertisement: 12 months
Full Page Advertisement: 1 month
Half Page Advertisement: 12 months
Half Page Advertisement: 1 month

If Print supplied: Full lage:
MUST BE A4 S1iB Full Page:
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anvthing in the Newsletter can do so by
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325,060
513,00
$13.00
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AGILIT

GUIDELINES:

l.

J.

AIMS

Dogs eligible to participate in Agility training (at present;
are - dogs I¥ months of age or over, at the discretion of the
Instructor.

Every care will be taken to ensure the safety of dogs however,
Geelong Obedience Dog Club Inc. and Instructors, accept no
responsibility if any injury is sustained.

The handler is entitled to refrain from partﬁcipating in any
exercise because of disability, or for any other reason.

Because of limitations of time and equipment and popular
response to the program, it is al present necessary to limit
the number of participants in any one session to 12.
Unfortunately participation one week, will automatically
eliminate a dog the following week, unless there-are vacan-

cies, when Agility training commences each day.
Also the equipment will not be set up unless there are more
than four names on the list,

Check the Agility section of the noticeboard before Obedience
classes commence, and if you are eligible for the day's
program, write your name and dog's size (large or small) on
the 1ist near the Suggestion Box. '

Starting time will be 11 a.m. or as near as possible, depend-
ing on prevailing circumstances,; Unless you are otherwise
advised. Please assemble on the veranda before 11.00a.m.

Performance will be assessed regularly, and a list of those
achieving the required standard will be displayed.

Equipment may be used only under supervision of one of the

Agility Instructors or with special permission of an Instruc-
tor for a specific purpose. :

Al éb]e—bodied,users of equipment are requested to assist in
setting up, dismantling and storage.

AND OBJECTIVES:

General

1.

Cont..

To expdse dogs and handlers to new experiences, thereby
increasing their ability, confidence and adaptability.

To counter the tendency to boredom, often the result of
repetitive obedience training. |

. d



AGTLITY {Cont..d)
ATMS AND OBJECTIVES

specific

1. To train dogs Lo negotiate a series of obstacles, whilst
under the contrel of a handler.

2. To test that ability, and later cqnduct*competitions, team
relays atc. :

A. Without emphasis on speed;
B. With points alloted for speed of operation.

3. To prepare dogs and handlers for participation in official
Agility Trials. ,
4., .To incorporate some of the exercises into the program of the

Club Display Team

INSTRUCTORS :

Before being considered as an Agility Instructer, prospective
Instructors must have been an Obedience Instructor {not an assis-
tant) for not less than 12 months. ‘

Then - : .
Be an assistant Agility Instructor for six training sessions.

Then -

At the end of the six training sessions the Assistant
Instructor will be tested and judged by a panel of three Agility
Instructors. Judging shall include a full round of agility equip-
ment with one large dog and one small dog and both to be untrained
dogs. A _

THE AGILITY TRAINING SHEET:

The Agility training sheet has been divided into two sections.

1.  For those handlers who have achieved one clear round in sixty
seconds or under, A Tist of those handlers will be displayed.
Tests will be given regularly and those passing will have their
names added to the Tlist.

2. (a) Those who for scme reason have not yet qualified for
ClTass 1. :
(b) Beginners: please write "beginner" after your name if
thi

his is_your first time or if you need help.

COLIN HUMPHREYS

AGILITY INSTRUCTOR & CU-ORDINMATOR




HOW WELL DU YUU KNOW YUUR bug:

Every time we come to the ground te train our dogs we are met by several diff-
erent breeds of dogs. There are small dogs and biy ones and whopperst Fach B
breed is different in shape, size and personality. Even dogs of the same breed
are diffevent in shape, size and personality. And the last one, the most fm-
portant one, Personality is the one what counts., Some people call it Character,
but whatever you call it, that is the one to leok for in & dog. Personal ity
starts to come out in a pup when he reaches its 5th-6th week of age. It is then
that the pup starts to get alert and starts to respond to voices,  In a previous
article I have explained the critical periods in a pups life. I also wrote ?heq
that what a puppy learns at 12 weeks of age, will stay with him for the‘rest of
~his 1ife. And that is the time when a 1ot of people start to spoil their pup
and crumble up that Personality. At 12 weeks of oge every pup irregardless of
breed is at its most playfull time in its 1ife. Depending on what the owner
expects from the pup in later life, he should be very careful how to handle this
situation. I know, its fun to run arcund the garden with a playfull puppy, or
to tease it with an old slipper to get the puppy to bite at it, but think of
what [ said before, _

"Whatever the puppy learns during this period, will stay with him for the rest
of its Tite." ' T

So, if you have run around the garden with your puppy, or threw a ball for @im
to chase, you taught your puppy games. And from then on as far as the pup is
concerned everything is a game. Prove 1t?7 Okay, then Tet us picture curselves
with the puppy at about 12 weeks of age running around the garder. You vun away
and have the pup at your heels, then veverse this by turning around clapping
your hands pretending to catch the pup, and the puppy running away from you,
right? You probably do this a few times per day, especially on the weekends,
because this is fun let's face it, and the puppy is naving a hall.

So now tet us skip a few weeks in the puppy}s tife,

By now the puppy has grown bigger and stronger. It still jumps up at you and
still goes for your hands, the same as when it was 12 weeks old. The only differ
ence is that now the puppy is bigger and stronger and you are getting sick of
having your hands bitten at (playfully) and being jumped at especially on wet
days. Or you come home and find your best slippers or shoes torn up.

50 how do we stop all of this? . Obedience!!
There you are, you have gone through the formalities Lo join up and you are now
in a class Tistening to the Instructor.

For your dog this is a whole new world, for him this is playtime. All these
others to play and wrestle with. The only thing vestricting him to wrastle _
the dog next to him is the lead. His master is not going to let him go willing-
1y, so the best thing to do is to bite through the lead.  You get the picture?

On the Instructor's command you step forward and commence to waik. Your dog
thinks, this is a bit of alright because now he can Lry to catch the dog in tront
of him, so he races forward, but there is only so much lead. Being pulied back
all the time is no fun, so what about the dog behind him or on the left hand side
or on the right hand side? \

I'T1 bet all this sounds familiar to & lot of people.

Another example is the Sit exercise where you are taught to pull the Tgad vert-
ically up with your right hand and with a Flat left heand on the dogs hind quart-
ers push the dog to the Sit position. But as soon as that Teft hand touches the
dog he jumps forward. Or in the Down exercise where you use your hand signal,
your dog will follow your hand and drop in front of your Teet. TJet ug take it

a step further to the recall exercise. Your dog comes running to you after you
called him and to get him to come in straight, you guide him with your hands.

]



HOW WELL DO YOU KNCW YOUR DOG{Cont, . d)

But about one to two metres away from your dog suddenly turns to the‘}eft or
right and he is off, leaving you slending there calling his name until you are
blue in the face.

The best part of all of this is that the dog gets the blame for all of these
"faults", 1ike not sitting or dropping crooked and running off in the recall.
Rut do not forget who taught him all of this, think back to when the dog was a
12 week old puppy and you chased it around the garden trying to catch him. That
was fun wasn't it? A

So now whatever you do with your hands, your dog will associate this with the
time when it was 'playtime'. One can even see this in the STAY exercises, as

soon as the handler turns their back to the dog and walks away the dog will get

up and follows.

Again, depending on what you want from your dog, playing with a Ball al puppy
stage is no good either. it makes the pup too playful. This you'll find when
you come to that part in your training where you get to use the dumbell. Dogs

who are used to playing with a ball will not easily take to the dumbell.

So it is best from early age to throw a rolled up piece of cloth or later on a
stick for the puppy to play with.

Other faults like the ones described above can also be overcome, but they take a
lot of time and above all patience. .

So far I have written about the playful dog, let us now have a.look at another
type of dog. The dog that does not or will not obey its handler at all. This
we usually find in the smaller breed of degs. These dogs are easily spoilt be-
cause of their size.. When they come home as a puppy and are thus no more than
a handfull, they will as soon as they are house trained (sometimes before) be-
come bedmates. They get to sleep on the bed with the owners.

We all know that no matter what the breed, every dog looks for, or tries to be
a Pack leader. Therefore, it is best that every dog has its own place, either
ih the house or in a kennel. But certainly not in the bed, or even in the bed
room. Pack Teadership starts in the whelping box, already there we can see
which puppy is the first one to suckle and takes up all the roome That is part
of pack leadership and to show his brothers and sisters who is the boss.

And this will carry on when the pup goes to a home. Even the puppy who has noth-
ing to say in the whelping box will try his luck in the new home sconer or later.

This can be seen in thePuppy who sleeps on your bed, little things_like sleeping
on your pillow and getting annoyed when you try to move it, etc. .To this pup

ou have become another brother or sister and he does not associate you to the
uman race. These dogs will "take over® as soon as they enter the house. -

Commands mean nothing to them, but this too can beovercome with a lot of time: and
again, above all PATIENCE.

So there you are. The moral of this chapter is DON'T always blame your dog

when things go wrong, think back because somewhere aiong the line YOU may have
taught your dog these things. '

To get the most out of your dog, YOU must establish your self as the PACK LEADER
from day ONE.

Cont...



HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW YOQUR DOG{Cont..d)

. Training should be done in a stern wav, but praise should not be forgotten.

' “oIn this chapter 1 may bave Teft some guastions unsnswered, so ! hope to get
-some Jetfers on that.

Until next time,

DICK WILTINK
ASS.TRAINING SUPERVISOR

FHAFAK IR KRANRK

- COMMUNITY CLUB AWARDS

As you may have seen in the C.C.A. newsietter of 13th September we have
earned a first prize of $80.00 with our first turn-in of “Golden Garbage".
Thanks to the members who brought the goods to the Clubrooms. Please keep
it coming. A reminder that only Sunicrust Superloat, Raisin bread, Kelly's
Country Toaf and bread rolls wrappers are acceptable. Skinny milk and Rev
cartons are also not to be included. While on the milk cartons, please rinse
them out as we have had a few smelly ones.

Also don't forget to sign the store register at shop's participating in the
C.C.A. Please refer to your Community Club Awards Buyers Guide for informa-
tion. Anyone who has not got a C.C.A. Buyers Buide please call at the
Secretary's office for one.

ANTON PAPE and INGRID SCGETERBOCK
C.C.A. CHAIRPERSONS

hk kARl AR RARR

REMEMBER YOUR EMPTY BOVTLES AND CANS ARE OF BENEFIT TO THE CLUB. PLEASE
DELIVER THESE TO THE HOLDING PEN SITUATED IN THE CORNER OF THE GROUNDS.

AEXNKKERREIIR R
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DO YOoUu JUS! BELONG 7

arve yvou an active member,
The kind that would be missed?
Or are yvou just contented
That your name is on the list?

Do you attend the meetings,
and mingle with the crowd?
Or do you just stay at home
And complain both long and 1oud>

Do you take an active part
Te help the Club along?

Or are you satisfied to be
The kind to "just belong"?

Do you ever go to visit
A member who is sick?
Or leave the work for just a few
And talk about the clique?

3

There 1§ guite a programme scheduled
That means success, if done,

And it can be accomplished

With the help of everyone.

So attend the meetings regularly,
aAnd help with hand and heart,
nen't bhe just a member,

But take an active part.

‘hink this over, Member,

Are we right or are we wrong?
Are you an Active Member?

Or Do You Just Belong?

e e e GG OOQ o e m

Received from Glenburn Figure Skating Club,

S CLASSICHITS

Auckland.
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It is requested that mcmbwz/i wecdevdng natnuction leawt the names of  thein
/ZCAOCLtLVC Inatructons and that you extend Fhem the countesy of notifying

them 4L you are unable Lo aitend for any neadon.

L youn dog isa 44y you can 1154,( { come adong and disten %o and watch whai is
happering in your claad.

Beanie Barred

Roberit Beckingham

Tammy Beckingham
Phyd Bengin
John Beeyen
Jan Boeyen

Charndie Bartodo

MNeinhard Brieberg

Bruce Cainns
Cath Daviecs
Desma Dickendon.
Carnod Gillham
Nevi Gorup
Codin Humphrcyas
Stuant Innca
Brian Kean
Brian Moore

Roma Roacoe

Dick Wiltink

Edeonore Wiltink

Rang Waioht
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50 2104
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75 2595

43 5791



DAPPINESS IS AN OBEDIENCE TRAINED DOG
PART 3

This is the third part in a series of articles concerning a Novice Trial.

For those members who missed the first two articles, I have so far re-lived

and "hlundered® through the HEEL ON LEAD and the STAND FOR EXAMINATION exer—
cises, All the faults made and explained in these exercises I have taken

from real life happenings, By observing and taiklng to participants and Judges
over many trials, I have compiled these reports in the hope that I scmehow help
you in training your pet, whether vou are trialing or jUbt training your pet to
an obedience leveT to suit you. :

S0 next up is the HEEL OFF LEAD exercise,

Here we follow the same pattern as Heel on lead exercises only this time we can
not use the lead, I will, therefore, go straight into the cominon faults which
are all TOO often made,

About this exercise it has been sald "This will separate the men from the boys®
and in many cases this is very true.

You should remember ‘that all of this happens whilst you are in a trial so at
this point you should he standing at the starting post and have Jjust pompleted
the Heel on Lead and the Stand for Bramination exerczseo.

The Judge has marked the points for your last exercise on his score sheet and
now he will come to you and ask you to remove your lead for the next exercise,
Heel Off Lead,

This sounds simple, doesn’t it. But you'd be surprised at the dCthnS sone
competitors go through to remove that lead, I am sure that these people ‘don't
want. the dog to know that its lead is golng to be removed, Some kneel down next
to the dog and while they praise it they secretly unclip the snap fastener.

Then they fumble the lead in to one hand and slowly stand up. And now comes the
best part, somehow they now have to hand this lead to the steward. This is dong
by slowly bringing the hand with the lead behind their back or like the man I
saw who pretended to scratch his head with that hand and winked to the steward
to take his lead,

A1l this time the dog just sits there wondering why all the fuss. Believe me
most dogs know very well what is going on. '

So there you are; the lead iz removed and you are waiting for instructions from
the Judge. The Judge moves back and while he does that he will ask vyou "Are '
you ready” and you answer "Yes® and down come the points, By being nervous a lot
of people forget to look at their dog first and it can happen that the doyg has
moved from his position. A lot of dogs will anticipate the order "Forward" and
will stand up as soon ag the Judge moves away from the handler. Next on the
‘order “Forward" you should dlwayg call your dog's name to dxaw his attention to-
you bhecause something else may have drawn his attention at the time and he nay
hesitate to come when you order him to heel,

Cont, ..



HAPPINESS TS AN OBEDIENCE TRAINED DOC COND, D

Most Judges have competitors do only a few steps -before he gives the order
"Halt™ and if you stop and your dog is not there with you, you have lost more
points again, Just think about it, you have done but only a few steps and
already lost a lot of points you could have avoided easily. Seem far fetched,
I have seen it happen that the dog is standihg at the starting post wnile the
handler is some 6 - 7 metres further up thinking the dog is at the "Heel" pos-
ition,

S50 be very careful when you start off and remember two important points -

(1} Never be too hasty in answering “"Yes" when the Judge asks "aAre you ready."
Always look at your dog first and make sure it is in the correct position,

(2) Always call your dog's name when you are about to leave the slarting post
and follow this up with the command (invitingly) "Heel", This is the only time
that you can call the dog's name.

Next you are ordered to do some turns, Left turn, right turn and they are not
s0 easy either. Of course everyone knows that the dog always heels on the le£t
side of the handler but on the command "Left turn® I'd like ten cents for every
competitor who turns RIGHT! Why do they do that? Mostly because of nerves or
they are too busy concentrating on their dog, ’

That brings me to another problem a lot of handlers have, And that is walking
in a straight line., They are concentrating so much on the dog that they walk
diagenal to the left across the ring. Some Judges will deduct points for doing
that, Besides that every Judge has his own "Heeling pattern® and every turn and
halt is calculated carefully in that pattern, If a handler walks diagonal to
the left it means that the Judge has to make adjustments in order to get that
handler back where he should be according to the pattern, So be careful, when
you step off, take a point which is in a straight line ahead of you and walk to-
wards that, Now back to the turns.

The Right turn is pretty easy providing your dog was thordughly'With you -"On
lead” to do this exercise. If not, your dog will lag back while you turn and
you will lose points, ‘ o

. The Left turn can be :aﬁher'hard or easy depending on where your dog is at the
time that you turn left, If the dog is a bit ahead of you then you have two
options, one is to walk into your dog and the other is for you to speed up and
walk in a turning fashionvaround him-and so to steer him to the lefi,

Both ways are costing you points.

Your dog whilst heeling MUST at all times be level with you, that means the
dog's shoulder must 'be level with your left leq.

Next there are the Left and Right ABOUT turns,

- In the right about turn you must make a sharp "U® turn {non stop) and continue
walking over the same path back. If your dog is lagging there is a good chance
that after you made your right about turn you will meet your dog on the way back.

In the Left about turn vou have two choices,

Cont,..d



HAPPINESS TS5 AN OBEDIENCE TRAINED DOG CONT, . D

You may do a left about turn by turning left around your dog so that both of
you make a Left about turn or you may make a pivot turn whereby you do & sharp
Left "U" turn while vour dog does a Right about turn around you, It doesn't
matter which one you do here if your dog is not in the right position at the
right time you have a problem,

To train your dog to work off the lead is a verv carefully programmed procedure,
In fact over the period that you train the dog to work off the lead he should be
80% ON the lead and 20% OFF lead. Pirst of all vou. must be entirely,satisﬁied
that the dog is near perfect ON lead, Only then you can start OFF lead training.

For a start heel your dog on the lead for a tunns eteo,, then make him sit or
stand and unclip the snap fastener at the corrﬂcrlon chain, Leave the snap fas-
tener hanging in such a fashion thd it still touches the dog's neck while you
continue to heel your oogw After a few turns ete., stop, put the dog back on
lead and praise him, Next vou undo the lead again and this time take the lead
away from the dog while you are heeling him, any time the dog lags or walks in
front of you stop and attach the lead again, and so on, ‘This exercise may have
to be repeated manj‘Limpb but this way you can be sure that vour dog will learn
to heel off lead in a proper manner,

A very bard exercise in any heeling pattern is the FIGURE CF BEIGHT exercise.
Maybe not so much on the handler bub for the dog it is very hard, as dogs can
easily lose their sense of direction in this exercise because of the sharp left
and right about turns Lhey have to make, BEven ON lead one can see some dogs cut
in front of the steward during this axercise and of course one can see, this more
in the OFF lead. This ig not always the dog's fault., In & lot of cases the
handler just doesn't give the dog encugh room o go around the steward so the dog
cuts in front of him instead, But. who dgets the blame?

In training whether it be ON lead or CFF lead, the Figure of Eight exercise
should always be the last exercise practised because of the reasons I described
above, And when this exercise is being practised it should never be overdone,
twice or three times arcund two stewards is plenty and one should then go at some
exercises, If the First time was not successful try again at a later time, never
keep on repeating this exercise for any length of time, Dog's do get Fed up V@LV
easily and instead of gaining on the exercise you stand to lose, !

Back to our Heel OFff Lead exercise and let's see how we go in the Downs and
Stands., There are many ways in which yvou can lose points in these exercises.

You may TELL your dog to dro) or. stand when it is required to do so in any trial
and you may also use a hand signal for the same exercises, However, these two,
the voice command and the ha:d signal MUST be given simultanecusly otherwise you
lose points, If they are not done both at the same time then they become sep-

arate commands and for that wou lose points,

at trials a lot of competitc s get points deducted not Jjust for their hand sig-
nals but for the way they e «cute this exercise,

So letfs see what the Rule I ok says about hand signals: A signal should be a
single gesture, but arms or ands must be promptly returned to their normal pos-
ition, gignals should be i @udible and must not touch the dog". Well that's
quite a mouthful, so let us rwve a <loser look at all this,

Cont,..d
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A signal should be a "Single® gesture according to the Rules but ab the trials
as well as on our grounds we can see handlers swing their arme like an elephant
- swings its trunk,

To give your dog the o&ﬂﬂdl to dreop you should bend forward from the xipu
slightly and with a FLAT open hand swing your forearm from the elbow in a sown
wards movement PAST the dog's nose to ch& ground WITHGTT touching the dog or the
ground, After that your hand should go just as fast back to its normal position,
which is at your side, I have said it before that dogs are :ﬁOULSItTV@ creat-
ures and they do tend to follow your hand, So if vou give the signal as describ-
ed above your dog will nearly always drop btrazoht, but 1 vou swing your arm
like an elephant trunk your dog may drop, but nine out of ten th’“ it will drop
on’ an angle because 1t follows your hand,

~The correct signal to stand your dog is a bit easier.

)

You should again bend your body forward and then with a FLAT hend swing your
forearm from your elbow. in a horisontal way in front of the dog's nose, Hold it
there Jjust long enough for the dog te realise that if he takes another vtep he
will walk into your hand. 'This should take no more than & few seconds afte
which your hand again should grumpri return to its noral position., The Uesc
way to practice your hend signals is without vour deg so you can concentrate en-
tirely on your hand, when you are satisfied with vour gesture try the same with
the dog on the heel, :

Another commonfault in heel work is the way the handler comes to & halt from a
normal pace, Far too often we can see the dog sil in Ffront of thehandler when
they come tc a halt, and of course we also notice that  the poor dog again gets
the blame for not heeling properly, In reality it is mostly the handler whe is
at fault, Coming to a halt from a normal pace one should after the Judde gives
the order to halt, take at least two more steps, One for vou and one for the doa.
but thev should be smaller than the normal steps. So when the order is oiven
take another step smaller than the normal cne and then ancther one which should
"be a bit smaller acain. Bv doino it like this vou more or less warn vour doo
that you are going to stop walking and this is perfectly- legal. The benefit of
this little exercise is that your dog will always sit next to you at the time
that you come to a full stop, This fault is also common in LL& fast pace, One
can see handlers comlng to a halt cut of the fast pace as though they hit a brick
wall and the poor dog in that case can be seen sitting meuresiuruhez up. And of
“course it get the blame again,

Take the extra few steps and give the dog a go and by doing that you hang on to
your points., ‘ ~

The last exercise I like to talk about in the heeling pattern is the SLOW pace.

In this exercise one can see a lot of dogs j t:iﬁg completely bewildered, They
just don't know if they should sit or walk Why ig that? Bscause the handler
pulis up too fast toc go too slow, Pu:zled? Thtﬂ let me explain, Nowhere in the
Rules is stated how slow the slow pace should be. Instead it savs that there
should ke a clear distinction between the normal and the slow pace, A lot of
handlers will when they are ordered Slow pace, JT 2 on the bLokesf a.d what will
the dog do at that presise moment? You guevﬁpﬁ ity 1t owill s @ it

thinks that it's master Jjust came to a halt, AE; SOIME harn & .‘L move much
too siow for their dogs, in fact when one ucL@S careful notice one can see the

"‘t
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dogs actions clearly. Be knows that whenever the left leg of his master moves
forward he is to follow it, but in the slow pace when his master moves too slow
that left leg is at a standstill much Jonger than normal and of course the dog
will comuence to sit again, 'To do a slow pace oné should lead into it by grad-
pally slowing down and find a pace to suit your dog. It is, therefore, best to
train on this exercise without the dog especially the part where one slows down
from normal pace to slow pagce, ’

So that was the Heel off Lead exercise, I picked the most common faults handlers
make and hope I have heen of help to you by my explanations to rectify these
problems, : ' :

Your next exercise is the' STAND STAY which is also an off lead exeL01se. The
most common fault in this exercise is Anticipatlon on the part of the dog,

A Judge will vsually let you do only three or four steps before he gives the
order Stand Your Dog. 2 lot of dogs get to know this and some of them will stand
without command, that is anticipation and can cost you a lot. of points. To avoicd
this vou should alter the o1btanu@ from the starting post to the actual stand
every time you practice this exercise, from say,one step to ten or fifteen metres
and anything in between.

The same goes for the length of time you make your dog stand dnd the distance you
waik away from the dog.

If you follow these points then the phrase "Happiness is an obedience trained
deg® can be Just that!

Until next time,

DICK WILTINK
ASS, TRAINING SUPERVISCOR



TRTAL RESULTS

RALLARAT
Len Richards Kelly " QPEN ASSOCIATE
(Geaman Shepherd) 3RO PASS  G.D. X,
Highest Scoring Associate
Steve Pallett Ceevevrene.. Gemma ENCOURAGEMENT

(Genman Shephead) IST Place

Congratulations o thode two memberal I thene were any more duccedded thai
T have miaded out on please let me know and J widd include them in oun next
LA4UE, ~

FAHHA R HH A

FUN DAY

Clasa 1 G.Rock Ben 3nd
Claaa 14 9. King Finn 14t

JWhitehouae Jotnathan 2nd

A Buriowa Bodie 3nd

Claas 24 Al Brearndey Ninga ‘ 2nd

Class 3 : H.Cheaterman - Pepd 7.4%

F.unphy Eande 2nd

- Class 4 O Hume Floyd - ond

- Cdass 5 C.Campbedl Puppy 2nd

Clasa 6 - C.linguey Sonny 2nd

CE S datteny Ande 3nd

Cdasa 64 Aot - Danny , 2nd

Class 8 A D Hume Tl eddy 3rd

Class 9 LoRicharnda Kedly 14t

Clasa 10 JBocyen - Qaid and

TOTAL ENTRIES = WERRIBEE 45
ALTONA 92
GEELONG 123

Kk kdok
ERRATA

My apologies to Marie Elliott for mispelling her TRACKING DOG's name in the
Tast issuel Should read "Kellie" not "Kelly".



(WORKING BEE TIMES
THE REQUIREMENT. )

CLUB_ CALENDAR

4.10.88

15/16.10.88

T.B.A.
29.10.88
30.10.88

6.12.88

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
WORKING BEES

CLUB FUN DAY

WORKING BEE

OPEN TRIAL

GENERAL MEETING

WILL BE ADVISED BY THE BROUND MANAGER THE WEEK PRECEDING

CBEDIENCE TRIALS & CLOSING DATES

CLOSING
WERRIBEE OBEDIENCE DOG CLUR 1.10.88
ALTONA CIVIC UBEDIENCE DODG CLUB 2.10.88
WAQRINCAL QREDIENCE DOG CLUB 9.10.88
GEELONG ©16.10.88

PENINSULA OREDIENCE DOG CLUB
EASTERN - SUBURRS OREDIENCE DOG CLUR 30.10.88

25.10.88

SHFRBRUDK QBEDIENCE \Ob CLUB 6.11.88 .
SOUTHERN OBEDIENCE DOG CLUB 12.11.88
GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG CLUB OF VICTORIA 15.11.88

ELAINE LONGSHAW
55 4603 ALH,

EREE R L R R R S S

ACTUAL.

15.10.88
16.10.88
25.10.88
30.10.68

5.11..88
13.11.88
20.11.88

26.11.88
27.11.88



